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Topic: Positive Case of COVID-19 in District 

 

November 6, 2020  

 

Dear parents, staff and community members: 

 

Once again, we received notification that someone associated with the school district has tested positive 

for COVID-19. We were informed of this information last night. While we must protect the privacy of the 

person involved, we believe it is best to communicate transparently with you. 

 

As with previous cases, we are working directly with county health officials to address this situation. 

They have recommended we share this information with you.  The person who tested positive has been 

out of school since Tuesday and will be quarantined as recommended by health officials.  When we were 

informed that the person tested positive, I contacted all the families last night who have children who may 

have been in close contact with the person who tested positive.  Those children have also been 

quarantined as of today.  Once the quarantine has ended and those students have no symptoms, they will 

be allowed to return to school.  We were fortunate to have been able to identify and quarantine a specific 

population.  By doing so we can avoid a shutdown of the entire building or district. Thanks to Mrs. 

Cugnetti for her quick response to this issue last night and assisting with the trace contacting protocols. 

 

COVID-19 is transmitted through person-to-person contact and through the exchange of respiratory 

droplets. As more cases are being confirmed across the state, including in our community, it is important 

to be sensible, but to also be vigilant. Symptoms of COVID-19 include fever, cough and shortness of 

breath. If you or any member of your family exhibit these symptoms, please contact your medical 

provider for advice immediately. Symptoms usually appear 2-14 days after exposure. Decatur Public 

School will continue to clean and disinfect surfaces inside all district schools. As more cases are being 

confirmed across the state, it is important to remain vigilant.  

 

The CDC recommends the following best practices to help prevent the spread of this global pandemic: 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 

• Use alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol if soap and water are not available. 

• Avoid close contact with those who are sick. 

• Cover your coughs and sneezes with a tissue or your sleeve. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, mouth and nose. 

• Disinfect frequently touched surfaces and objects. 

• Stay at home, if possible. 

• If you must go out, practice social distancing, leaving at least six feet between you and other 

people. 

• Avoid gatherings that include more than 10 people. 

 

Our greatest priority is the safety of our students, staff and community members. Please continue to take 

necessary precautions to protect yourself and those around you. It is important to remember that children 



are greatly influenced by the reactions of adults when facing difficult circumstances. I encourage 

everyone to remain calm and to be empathic and respectful to those affected. 

 

We are grateful for the opportunity to serve you and your family, especially as we face this challenging 

situation together. Thank you for your support of Decatur Public Schools.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patrick Creagan  

Superintendent 

Superintendent 

Decatur Public Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Decatur Public Schools is in compliance with all state and federal laws prohibiting discrimination in admissions or employment on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, national origin, sex, disability, pregnancy, sexual 

orientation, age, marital status, military status, genetic information, or any other legally protected characteristic.  Complaints under Title IX, Section 504, the American with Disabilities Act, and the Age Discrimination in Employment 

Act are to be directed to Kim Cugnetti, 110 Cedar Street, Decatur, MI 49045, (269) 423-6951.   


